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SURJi-CT : SYSTEMATIC RliYIi.ilV I -OR I )| .GASS I II CAT I ON ' 


SYNOPSIS : 


Order ^ 1206 5 °f s^a dlasi^R * 7 ^ SsV "1 1 °" T*" 0 !* liXCCUtive 

scarce resources from CIA’s primary miss ion • and i t ms,, * 1 h ° n - ,° ff . vaiuablc > 

:s. atolislicd iiw 


BACKGROUND : 

rc. q ui?:r r f cct " v..“ r 

valuable records” when they read! .10 rears of a -e ' HO y^rs^for f pormancntl >' 
ment information) to determine who ! t he i . ' , } ?1 f torergn govern- 

they remain clad fled frier frt ,•«!..« , hev iff!”" « 

years later, and every HI years theiealter ,,,'tjl declassified tuTlelTi" l ° 

5° » agreed to hy the Id tec, or, Infenm.tion Security fekff Om« aSoOl 
Such 1S00 exemptions can lie oitfieulr to come bv. " ° rice flbOO) 

The above requirement is not new. I be ido-i u-irtni a,,,.- . , 

administration and in 1972 President v i von issui-dVn n, <;? M ie Eisenhower 
similar declassi fiction review n^hfelk wtf tLillifdiifetcof'Jhe ° 
initial leview was to take place when records readied 30 vears of are and the 
tune interval for re- review was left to Department Head- ' r n lanrc’ t e 
nicing that agencies were not genre to switch from the oicMO year period 
to the new 20-year reqm remet it ovemuht, allowed aveneics K years to 


CURRHNT STAIIJS : 

(Xir best est imate i ml ietit.es 
feet of pennanent records that n 
to comply wit.fi b.O. 12065. he h 
of the sensitive nature of our r 
long years of experience, thev 
procedures designed t o max i mi r.e 
resources, we are able to review 
Thus, by 1 December 108 8, unless 
plish Jess than recti t of mi 

cont inue to attack the remainin'’ 
second review of all materia] on’ 
10 continue class i f i cat ion. Sin 
sification on over 85 percent of 


/LfWHICVI ) 

a PEATS' ' 

thl . " v 1111 hl1ve approximately jS^M- enh i r 
■st reviewed by I December 1988 if we are 
nve M people performing the review. Because 
'eounis , wo must use mostly senior analysts with 
' ; !r ‘ ,i;l 'iv trained in their iobs ttnd utilize 
,n " :r ! )l(,l| ue i i ( n , | n -pi to. of this devotion of 
0,1 ;,n ''vera-e only ^fi ffii te t per year, 
we E.ore than triple our staff, we will' accom- 
r nldvrive. A1 -o, i n *nreembe r 1988, as we 
TX 1 Jd_U£l very , we will have to begin the 
reviewed and on which the decision was made 
' 1 t.i- experience shows that we continue clas- 
1 f'cords reviewed, we will have to re-review 
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most of the material we review by Paconher 1088. At that time, we will be 
faced with the first review of records beginning, to mature in December 1988 
It is an impossible job. 


CURR ENT PROBLEMS : 

. CIA's program for systematic review of classified material entails the 
following: 

1 - Wc Wl 1 1 I $20 million by 1988 under our current 
program and still not comply with c.n. 1 20(>5 f -V SO million if we are to comply) 

2 - Human Res oarccj/isu^ : forty people, mostly valuable, scarce senior- 
analysts, spend full time reviewing, r lass i tied documents under our current 
setup; over 155 people would be required if we are to comply with b.O. 12065. 
these people could and should be used to collect and produce intelligence. 


3. Results of Review: On the 


iverage , 15 percent of the material 


reviewed is declassi I iedT Tlie declass i fi id material that does eventually 
reach the public will be ol litt le interest. 

4* Security Risks : Given our workload and time pressures, there is 
always the danger of human error resulting in the release of compromising 
information. Also, the release of the declassified material adds to the total 
picture our adversaries have access to. Mien added to material released under 
i ui/V, books, and leaks, this total picture is awesome and frightful. 

5* C hilling Effect on Jntel 1 igciu-e Rohit ionsh ips : Because of past 

Congressional investigations, Fill A ie leases, 'Koblsliy' fonner employees, and 

leaks , many agents and foreign intelligence contacts who would have cooperated 

m the past now perceive that wc are unable to keep their relationship secret. 

\ith systematic review for dec lass i 1 i cat ion added to the list, wc guarantee 

these folks that if their names haven't come up for review previously they 

will come up when documents containing their names or identifying data become 
20 years old. y h income 


RECOMMENDATION : 


It is recommended that E.O. 12065 
or, alternatively, to exempt CIA from 
Office has concluded after a lengthy u 
be abolished Government wide. 11' so , 
should it be abolished with respect to 


be modified to eliminate Section 3-4 
its provisions. 'Hie General Accounting 
n vest igat i on that: this program should 
1 ' K ’ n is submitted that even more so 

CIA. 
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